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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The jail building itself is Ttaliasnate in design snd of stone construc-
tion. The solid quality of the stone walls an the castellated appearance of
the Italisnate is particularly appropriate for s building with this particular
function.

The jsil has been built onto serersl times hut the originsl portion
seems to have been T-shaped in plen with seperate divisions for the incarcer-
ation of nrisoners and the quartering of a warden's family. The main block is
five bays wide and two deep. It is two stories in height above a high hase-
ment. The placement of 3 three story projecting tower on the north facade
sccentuates the centrslized plan. It conceals a centr:lly located cioimney .
The shallow hipped roof of the Italisnate is present.

The fenestration is regular, tall 4/6 sash windows vent ths outer bays
of the basement and first story and smaller sash windows suggest the knee
windows that sre so often seen in the Renaissance villas of Pelladio. The
tower contains s Roman arch entrance that is reached by three steps. Above
the door, within the arcn, is a fonlight window protected by iron bars of an
appropriste radial pattern. The third level of the tower is lighted by a
triad of unususl 2/2 sash.

Tradition holds thst the main block consisted of parlors on the first
level on either side of the central hall plus rooms in a similar srrangement
sbove thot which were all used by the warden's femily. The hall still contains
a grand stairs with scrolled step-ends and older employees recall an elegant
chandelier that has disappeared since the 1960!'s. Present use and conditions
prevent detailed or complete examination of the building.

The south wing contains the iron cage cell blocks and the south entrance
to the courtyard which contained the gallows. Like the "mundane" areas of
so many other residences.in Towson this portion of the building existed in
a wing that was smaller in scale and quite deliberately concesled behind the
main block. THth the building facing North-Northeast, this zctivity could
not be seen from Court House Square.

>

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING -—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

--1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 j)L»"\F(CHITECTU RE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
--1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING ——MUSIC —THEATER

X.1800-1899 ——COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
-—1900- ——COMMUNICATIONS ~—INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

~—INVENTION

4

SPECIFIC DATES 1ac), BUILDER/ARGHITECT 1 994an Allen/ Dixon & Dixon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When Towson was <stablished as the scat of DRsltimore County in 1853 two

public buildings were then planned and begun the following year. Both
the Court House and Jail were designed by architects Dixon snd Dixon snd built
by William Allen. The Court House which is on the National Register of Historic
Places was designed in the popular 4reek Revival fashion, however, the arch-
itects showed great versatility in producing an Italianate design for the
Jail. In addition to being a good example of an importent American style

N and being constructed of native stone the jail should be considered as an
important visual link to Towson's early development. Only three standing
buildings in Towson are known to be older than the Court House and Jail which
are our chief visual documents of the courthouse town.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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One of Baltimore County's records entitled Proceedings Relating to the
New Court House and Jail by the 3oard (1854=-1857) proves thet the oldest psrt
of the jail building was built at the same time as the court house by the same
builder and that it was designed by the same architects. William 9, Allen
was the builder and the architects were Thomas and James Dixon (Dixon, Ballinie
and Dixon received the first payment in June 2%, 185L but thereafter no mention
of Ballinie is made).

An act of the Maryland Assemtly in Januery, 185l established Towson as
the County seat and a board of building commissioners were appointed and a
building committee created the "Commissioners for the Erection =f the Public
2uildings at Towson Town™ included Joshua Hutchins, William Slater, Edwerd S.
Myers, Charles Timanus, James D, Pope, and John L. Stansbury was '"agent for
the New Court House and Jail Fund.™

The land for the two buildings hsd been deeded to the Zounty Commissioners
in August o7 1854 by Dr. Grzfton M. Bosley. It included four acres "for the
purpose of havinz errected thereupon a Court HYouse"™ plus two more acres adjacent
to or near the first. The second parcel is presumably the land for the jail
although the deed is not specific ss it is for the Court House. 3oth parcels
shzre 2 common starting point in their metes and bounds and were land that
Posley had acquired from his uncle Josiah “arsh in 1850. Marsh had owned it
since the 1830's.

The architects were retained in June of 1854 2nd Fredericx Zur Horst was
paid $9.00 in April for surveying the Court House 1o% and road "“tinrough L.
Urbans garden." It is the Zur Horst map of the previous yezar indicating
possible sites thst is our earliest detailed map of Towson. JZur Horst's
polesman was L. Vogle and his chain carriers were "Yost snd Ridgely." Zach
of these assistants received $1.00 for thier labor and the receipt indicates
that Jur dorst was paid for producing a plat of both the Court House lot and
the Jail site,

Dixon and Dixon also received payments for work aone simultaneously
on both buildings slthough in a few instances ke receipts are srcecific as
to which building their services werz for. The first of these mentioning
onlv the Jail was paid to Thomss Dixon on Auzust 2l of 185L. On May 23,
however, Williar Y, Allen had been psid 35,000 for "work done and materials
furnished in the errection of the jail..."
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1.staTe Maryland
county Baltimore

Town Towson vicinety  Diste IX
sTREETNC. Baltimore nr. Washington
T L Avenue

ORIGINAL OWNER
ORIGINAL USE
PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE

WALL CONSTRUCTION
NO. OF STORIES

HISTORIC AMZRICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

INVENTORY  BA-2685

205

2. NAME Baltimore County Jail
paTE OR PERIOD  about 1860
STYLE
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY CF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

A square looking two storied building with square stone

cupola, of quarried stone. Eleven rooms, walls - two feet

thick - - Land purchased from Grafton M. Bosley in 1854,

Additions in 1880 and 1940. A new jail was built to the rear

of the o0ld one in 1957.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered

(second HABS report)

E, Frances Offutt

HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
March 20, 1968

Interior Exterior

é 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIZWS, RECORES, PHOTOCS, =TC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

DATE OF RECCRD
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOTNM

1. STATE
COUNTY

Maryland

Baltimore Co.
TO¥N Towson VICNITY Dist. IX
STREETNC. Baltimore near Washington

2 Avenues
ORIGINAL OWNER

ORIGINAL USE
PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE
WALL CONSTRUCTION
NO. OF STORIES

Jail

quarried stone
two

HISTCRIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

INVENTORY /% 3 - gz 2051
2. NAME
Baltimore Co. Jail
DATE OR PERIOD about 1860
STYLE
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

OPEN TO PUBLIC

A square looking tow storied building with square stone cupola,

of quarried stone.
purchased from Grafton M.
and 1940,
1957.

Endangered

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE

Eleven rooms, walls two-feet thick.
Bosley in 1854,
A new jail was built to the rear of the old jail in

Land
Additions in 1880

Interior Exterior

é 6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Poges)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc.
Agriculture Bldg.

Texas, Md.

paTE OF RECorp  March 20, 1968

[




PA -205

TITLE SEARCH for RALTIMORE COUNTY JAIL
Parcel 366

Same title as that of the Baltimore County Court House:

HMF 9/62 (1854) Grafton M. Bosley to Baltimore County.
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